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Franklin County witnessed an industrial boom 
in the nineteenth century. The majority of 
these mills were saw-mills that contributed to 
the number of furniture factories or paper-
making factories in several townships. The 
rapid development of mills was short-lived due 
to the unpredictability of the White Water 
River’s hydro-power.  
 
Join us at the Opry Barn at 5:30 PM for dinner 
and a presentation by Dr. Ronald  Morris.  
Dinner reservations can be made by emailing 
historicmetamora@gmail.com or by leaving a 
voicemail at 765-647-1212. $10 Donation. 
 
Dr. Ronald Morris is a professor of history at 
Ball State University in Muncie, IN.  Dr. Morris 
has created curriculum materials for classroom 
use and cultural institutions including artifact 

kits, curriculum, document packets, and eight 
videos. Customized solutions for educational or 
cultural institutions are his specialty. The most 
recent video series was The World of George 
Rogers Clark. In 2018 he was a co-author of 
The History of Indiana’s State Forests. 
 
He has developed media projects for cultural 
institutions and historical societies for use 
in museum exhibits, including one on the topic 
of Yount’s Mill for the Carnegie Museum. He 
has prepared adaptive reuse reports such as the 
one for the Delaware County Historical Society 
Museum, and four video games. He has also 
created two phone apps such as The Battle of 
Perryville, and three mobile experiences 
including both walking and driving tours 
of Carmel, a tour of western Wayne County. 
 
Dr. Morris received the 2014 Dorothy Riker 
Hoosier Historian Award. Previous honors for 
Morris include an Award of Merit for a lifetime 
of service to the public history field in Indiana 
from the American Association of State and 
Local History, Indiana Landmarks' Servaas 
Memorial Award for outstanding achievement 
in historic preservation and the Christa 
McAuliffe Award. He also served as a trustee of 
the Indiana Historical Society. 
 
He lives in Centerville, IN; residing in the 
former home of Oliver P. Morton, who lived in 
Centerville before becoming governor of 
Indiana in 1860, a building he has spent many 
years in restoring to reflect the era when 
Morton was in residence. 
 
Watch on Facebook for updates. 
www.facebook.com/HistoricMetamora 


